
The Constitution of the 
Academic Senate 

The California State University 

Preamble 
The faculty of the California State University adopts this constitution in order to exercise its rights 
and fulfill its responsibilities in the shared governance of the University.  As the official voice of the 
faculty in matters of systemwide concern, the Academic Senate of the California State University 
provides the means for the faculty to participate in the collegial form of governance which is based on 
historic academic traditions as recognized by California law. 

Article I 

Section 1.  Purposes 
(a) It shall be the purpose of the Academic Senate of The California State University to promote 

academic excellence in The California State University; to serve as the official voice of the 
faculties of The California State University in matters of systemwide concern; to be the 
formal policy-recommending body on systemwide academic, professional and academic 
personnel matters; to ensure the joint responsibility of the Academic Senate and the Trustees 
in criteria and standards to be used for the appointment, promotion, evaluation, and tenure of 
academic employees; to be the primary consultative body on the academic implications of 
systemwide fiscal decisions; and to assume such other authority and other responsibilities and 
to perform such functions as may be delegated to it by the Chancellor or the Trustees of The 
California State University.   

(b) The Academic Senate shall be consulted on the creation of systemwide and intersegmental 
committees, conferences, or task forces designed to deal with educational, professional, or 
academically related fiscal matters, including the charge and composition of such bodies.  
The Academic Senate shall be responsible for the selection of representatives of the faculty to 
serve on or participate in such bodies.   

Section 2.  Relation to Campus Senates 
(a) The term campus senate shall mean the elected representative body established at each 

campus by its faculty.  
(b) The Academic Senate of the California State University shall have no authority over those 

matters delegated to the individual campuses by the Chancellor or the Trustees; and nothing 
in this Constitution shall be construed to impair the right of campus senates to communicate 
with the Chancellor and the Trustees  

(c) The campus senates may suggest items for consideration by the Academic Senate and may 
make recommendations on matters before the Academic Senate, either through the campus 
representatives or directly to the Academic Senate  

(d) To provide adequate communications with the faculties of the several campuses, the 
Academic Senate shall circulate to the senate and the president of each campus such 
materials as agendas for and minutes of its meetings, committee reports, and information on 
pending matters  

Article II 

Section 1.  Membership 
(a) The elected members of the Academic Senate shall consist of two senators per campus plus an 

additional senator from each of the seven largest campuses apportioned on the basis of FTEF. 
 
 



(b) The Academic Senate shall also include: 
1) the immediate past chair of the Academic Senate if not an elected member (who shall not be 

counted as a campus representative if not an elected member); 
2) the Chancellor or representative as an ex-officio non-voting member 
3) one emerita/emeritus selected by the CSU Emeritus and Retired Faculty Association 

(c) The Academic Senate shall have the power, through its by-laws, to resolve issues concerning 
the implementation of this section (Article II, Section 1.) of the Constitution (membership). 

Section 2.  Representation of New Campuses 
 The faculty of each new campus shall elect its first voting representatives in the spring of the 

first year of instruction.  At any time after the establishment of the campus and prior to the 
time voting representatives take office, the faculty of the campus may send a non-voting 
representative.   

Section 3.  Eligibility to Serve as a Campus Representative 
 Only those persons eligible to vote for campus representatives shall be able to serve as 

campus representatives, provided that the faculty of the campus may, at its discretion, 
establish additional requirements for service as a campus representative. 

Section 4.  Eligibility to Vote for Campus Representatives 
 All members of the faculty at each campus shall be eligible to vote for campus 

representatives to serve in the Academic Senate.  Each campus shall determine which 
members of the campus community are considered to be faculty.  

Section 5.  Elections of Campus Representatives 
 Campus representatives represent the entire faculty of a campus, and not the campus 

academic senate and shall be elected at each campus in a campus-wide election.  In any year 
in which such an election is held, the election results shall be certified to a designated officer 
of the Academic Senate by the principal elected officer of the faculty of that campus on or 
before May 1; representatives so elected shall take office on or before June 15. 

Section 6.  Terms of Office 
 Campus representatives shall serve a term of three years.  The immediate past chair of the 

Academic Senate shall serve for one year. 
Section 7.  Substitute Members 

 In the event that an elected member will be absent for one or more semesters or quarters, the 
faculty of the affected campus shall replace this member in such manner as may be 
determined by the faculty of that campus.  .In the event that an elected representative is 
unable to attend a meeting of the Academic Senate, the senate of that campus may name a 
substitute who shall have the right to attend and vote at that meeting.  

Section 8.  Recall of Representatives 
 A representative may be recalled by majority vote of those voting within the constituency 

which elected this representative under procedures established by the constituency.   
Article III 

Names and Duties of Officers 
 There shall be a chair of the Academic Senate, and such other officers as shall be specified in 

the Bylaws; and the time and manner of election, the length of terms and the duties and 
responsibilities of officers shall be specified in the Bylaws.   



Article IV 

Section 1.  Meetings 
 The Academic Senate shall meet at least twice during each academic year.  Additional 

meetings as needed shall be convened by procedures specified in the Bylaws.   
Section 2.  Voting 

 A quorum shall consist of a majority of the membership.  Voting by proxy shall not be 
permitted. 

Article V 

Referendum 
 Any recommendation adopted by the Academic Senate shall be referred to the faculties of 

The California State University when resolutions requesting such a referendum are adopted 
by the senates of at least one-third of the campuses.  Approval of recommendations so 
referred shall require a majority of the votes cast at a balloting held for the purposes.   

Article VI 

Section 1.  Bylaws 
 The Academic Senate may adopt Bylaws not inconsistent with this Constitution, provide for 

committees, and establish its own rules of procedure. 
Section 2.  Rules of Order 

 In the absence of any provision to the contrary in this Constitution, all meetings of the 
Academic Senate, its standing committees and their subcommittees, and other subsidiary 
bodies shall be governed by the parliamentary rules and usages contained in the current 
edition of Robert's Rules of Order (Newly Revised).     

Article VII 

Section 1.  Amendments 
 Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed by a resolution adopted by majority vote 

of one-third of the campus senates or by a majority of those present and voting at a meeting 
of the Academic Senate.  

Section 2.  Ratification of Amendment 
 Ratification shall require a majority of the total vote cast in a systemwide referendum and a 

majority of the votes cast at each of a majority of the campuses.   
Section 3.  Adoption of Amendments 

 Amendments shall become effective upon ratification by the faculties of the campuses and 
approval of the Trustees. 

 


	The California State University
	Section 2.  Relation to Campus Senates
	Article II



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


