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MEMORANDUM

Code: AA-2004-31
Date: August 13, 2004

To: Academic Council
Chairs, CSU Campus Academic Senates

From: David Spence 4 *.Q . David McNeil
Executive Vice Chancellor Chair, Academic Senate CSU

Subject: Systemwide Lower-Division Transfer Patterns by Major

At its July 2004 meeting, the CSU Board of Trustees modified Title 5 to encourage community
college students who wish eventually to transfer to the CSU to choose efficient patterns of
classes. The central purpose is to help those students to avoid the now-common pattern of
accumulating units well beyond what they need in order to accomplish their educational goals.
We are writing now to inform you of a large and very significant project, based on that decision.
Its goal, for the coming academic year, is to identify a pattern of lower-division course work to
be taken in the community college for each of twenty-six high-demand majors, so that students
who take the recommended path may be given priority admission status when they transfer to a
CSU campus.

The Lower-Division Transfer Patterns by Major project to which we now alert you is sponsored
jointly by the Academic Senate CSU and the CSU Chancellor's Office and includes a process for
coming to agreement on a transfer pattern for each designated major. (For this purpose, “major”
is defined in Attachment 3.) Faculty representatives from twenty-six baccalaureate majors will
be asked to meet; each group will have one representative from each CSU campus that offers that
particular major. Each group will be responsible for defining for the CSU system the
recommended lower-division transfer pattern for that major.

Because faculty have primary responsibility for degree requirements and the curriculum, it is
important that the faculty of each major have the primary voice in the selection of their
representatives. Normally this will be done by departments or programs through their usual
governance or curricular processes. (Provosts and Campus Senate Executive Committees should
agree on other appropriate processes on each campus where majors do not coincide with
departmental structures; it is vital that the faculty who have primary responsibility for the
curriculum in this program take leadership for each project.)
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Faculty representatives will attend a series of statewide meetings of their major group and will be
empowered to join with their counterparts from the other campuses in designating at least 45
semester units of lower-division course work that will count toward graduation with that major at
all CSU campuses offering it. In most cases there will be two meetings, of a day and a half in
duration. Imitial agreements developed at the first statewide meeting will be taken back to
campus program faculty for consultation; final agreement at a subsequent meeting will require no
further statewide or campus ratification. This process has worked well in previous projects.

The Chancellor's Office will support travel costs. You will be copied on all correspondence with
the campus representatives.

Please find attached three items.

e First, please find a statement that provides more detailed description of the activities of
the Lower-Division Transfer Patterns by Major project.

e Second, you will find a list of the twenty-six majors identified by the Chancellor's Office
as initial best candidates for establishing systemwide lower-division transfer patterns.
These were chosen principally because they are high-frequency major choices of
incoming community college transfer students; for most, we believe there is also a
commonality of degree requirements across CSU campuses. Other majors may be added
in subsequent years.

e Third, we enclose a timeline that begins with a response by each campus Provost/Vice
President providing us with the names of and contact information for designated
disciplinary representatives from each campus.

We hope that you will join us in encouraging your campus representatives to work with energy
and good spirit in a process that we expect will serve the people of California well. If you have
questions or concerns, please contact David Spence at 562/951-4710 or David McNeil at
562/951-4014.

Attachments

c: CSU Presidents
Chancellor Charles B. Reed
Associate Vice Chancellor Keith Boyum
Assistant Vice Chancellors and Deans, Academic Affairs



Systemwide Lower-Division Transfer Patterns by Major

To begin the project, we are asking faculty members from each CSU campus to come together by
major to identify 45 to 60 semester units (68 to 90 quarter units) of lower-division courses that
will satisfy graduation requirements for that major at all CSU campuses. For these purposes,
“major” may refer to a closely related group of degree majors, options, and/or concentrations.
Majors are identified by program code, not title.

The typical pattern will begin with the completion of lower-division course work that satisfies
CSU General Education-Breadth requirements and the CSU’s United States History,
Constitution, and American Ideals requirement. It will continue with six or more units of
designated lower-division course work that will meet graduation unit requirements at all CSU
campuses offering that major program. Additional semester units that will apply to the
baccalaureate degree for that major at a particular CSU campus—for a total of 60 to 70 lower-
division units—will subsequently be designated by faculty responsible for the major at that
campus. It is not required that six of the units be "major units,” only that the 45 lower-division
units accepted all reduce the number of units left to take for the degree. A major with no lower-
division requirements can agree on general education and six units of unrestricted electives. In
all instances, the resulting transfer course patterns should be at least roughly comparable to
lower-division course work taken by CSU first-time freshmen.

In most cases, we anticipate, it will not be necessary to identify particular courses to meet general
education requirements, but instead only to specify that students should complete all lower-
division general education and requirements in U.S. history, Constitution, and American ideals.
Only for high-unit, highly sequential majors do we anticipate that it will be necessary to limit the
selection of courses meeting general education requirements. For most majors, therefore, the key
task will be to identify six or more units of course work beyond general education that will count
for the major. Similarly, many of the campus-specific units may be designated as unrestricted
electives if a major has six or fewer units of lower-division course work.

If agreement is reached prior to the scheduled adjournment of a meeting, the remaining time may
be used to discuss other curricular matters of importance to the major across the system.

Clear information can support efficient course choices by community college students, and in
turn such choices can lead these students to the baccalaureate degree in fewer total units.
Speedier progress to the baccalaureate should allow the California State University to serve a
larger total number of students, as graduates leave room for new students. It should be
emphasized that the current minimum requirement for the baccalaureate degree is not changed by
this project, which is designed to reduce the number of "excess" units taken by many students.



Majors (Disciplines) of Interest for Establishing
Systemwide Lower-Division Transfer Patterns

ERSS Program
Degree Major Code(s) Comments Campuses
Business Administration, All codes between | Includes undergraduate programs in Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton,

International Business

05011 and 05073,
all codes between
05091 and 05161,
all codes between
05993 and 05997

Accountancy, Management, Finance,
Marketing, etc. but not Information
Systems, Hospitality/Tourism/
Entertainment/Sports Management

Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Maritime Academy,
Monterey Bay, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San
Diego, San Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma,
Stanislaus

Information Systems

All codes between
07021 and 07026,
05991

Includes options or concentrations
within majors in Business
Administration

Bakersfield, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward,
Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento,
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo,
Stanislaus

Psychology All codes between Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton,
20011 and 20101 Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona,
’ Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, San
20992 Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus
Art 10021 Includes B.A. and B.F.A. programs, Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton,

10022, 10031,
10091, 10111

Graphic Design, Photography

Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey Bay,
Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San
Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo, Sonoma, Stanislaus

Computer Science

07011

Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton,
Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona,
Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, San
Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus

Sociology

22081

Bakersfield, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward,
Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey Bay, Northridge,
Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San
José, San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus

Social Work

21041

May include options or
concentrations in social work within
other B.A. programs

Chico, Fresno, Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey
Bay, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San
Francisco, San José

English

15011,15021,
15031, 15071

Includes English Literature,
Comparative Literature, Creative
Writing

Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton,
Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey Bay,
Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San
Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus

Criminal Justice

21051

Bakersfield, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward, Long
Beach, Los Angeles, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San
Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo, Sonoma, Stanislaus




Majors (Disciplines) of Interest for Establishing
Systemwide Lower-Division Transfer Patterns

ERSS Program
Degree Major Code(s) Comments Campuses
10 | Nursing 12031 Bakersfield, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward,
Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Sacramento, San
Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, Sonoma, Stanislaus
11 | Kinesiology/Physical 08351 Bakersfield, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward,
Education Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento,
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo,
San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus
12 | History 22051 Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton,
Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona,
Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, San
Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus
13 | Biology 04011, 04012, Includes Environmental Biology, Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton,
04021. 04071 Botany, Zoology, Physiology Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey Bay,
? ’ i i i Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San
04101, 04121, Anatomy, Cell and MOI_CCUI.ar Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus
04161, 04171, Biology, Marine/Aquatic Biology,
04181, 04182, Ecology, Genetics
04201, 04221
14 | Journalism 06021 May include Journalism options or Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fullerton, Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach,
concentrations within Communication Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, San José,
. San Luis Obispo
majors.
15 | Radio-Television-Film/ 06031 May include Radio-Television-Film Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fullerton, Hayward, Long Beach, Los Angeles,
Telecommunications options or concentrations within Monterey Bay, Northridge, San Diego, San Francisco, San José¢
Communication majors.
16 | Speech Communication 15061 Bakersfield, Chico, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward, Long Beach, Los
Angeles, Northridge, Pomona, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, San
Luis Obispo, Stanislaus
17 | Political Science/Government 22071 Bakersfield, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward,
Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento,
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo,
San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus
18 | Electrical Engineering, 09091, 09092, A single systemwide transfer pattern | Chico, Fresno, Fullerton, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona,

Electrical & Electronic
Engineering, Computer
Engineering

09093, 09094

will be sought for these undergraduate
majors/options.

Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo,
Sonoma




Majors (Disciplines) of Interest for Establishing
Systemwide Lower-Division Transfer Patterns

Degree Major

ERSS Program
Code(s)

Comments

Campuses

19

Mechanical Engineering, Civil
Engineering

09081, 09101

A single systemwide transfer pattern
will be sought for these two
undergraduate majors.

Chico, Fresno, Fullerton, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Maritime Academy,
Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, San José¢,
San Luis Obispo

20

Mathematics

17011, 17031

Includes applied mathematics

Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton,
Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey Bay,
Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San
Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus

21

Spanish

11051

Bakersfield, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward,
Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey Bay, Northridge,
Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San
José, San Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus

22

Geography

22061

Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward, Humboldt, Long
Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino,
San Diego, San Francisco, San José, Sonoma, Stanislaus

23

Economics

22041

Bakersfield, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward,
Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento,
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San José€, San Luis Obispo,
San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus

24

Anthropology

22021

Bakersfield, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward,
Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey Bay, Northridge,
Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San
José, Sonoma, Stanislaus

25

Family and Consumer Sciences

13011

Fresno, Long Beach, Northridge, Sacramento, San Francisco

26

Chemistry

19051

Bakersfield, Chico, Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward,
Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Pomona, Sacramento,
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo,
San Marcos, Sonoma, Stanislaus




General Time-Line for Developing
Systemwide Lower-Division Transfer Patterns by Major

By September 23: All CSU campuses have commenced Fall 2004 instruction

Not Later Than: October 15 Provosts submit names of campus representatives for
each major to Dr. David Spence.
Late October Selected representatives convene at the invitation of

Dr. David Spence and Dr. David McNeil for
leadership orientation.

November 1 — December 10 Initial meetings are held for each major.

February 1 — Apnl 30 Second and final meetings are held




