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DO NOT 
SHARE WITH 
STUDENTS. 
THIS IS A TEST 
SITE ONLY.

https://calstateapply2026playground.prelaunch.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login

Test Our Application Using 
Prelaunch!
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Comprehensive website for CSU admissions

• Launch the application

• Application Dates and Deadlines search

• Degree search

• CSU admission eligibility by applicant type

• Application Guides

• Impaction search 

• Paying for college 

Calstate.edu/apply

“SDSU and the CSU have transformed my life. Being 
a first-generation, low-income student was not easy, 
but knowing the CSU community was there to 
support me along my journey allowed me to reach 
my fullest potential. I am proud to be a product of 
the CSU.“ – Fabiola Moreno Ruelas



What Students Need to Apply
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Required Optional

❑ Unofficial transcripts – You’ll be asked to enter all 
the courses you’ve completed on your CSU 
application; those that are currently in progress; 
and any you plan to take. Transcripts will be 
requested by campuses as needed. 

❑ Your Social Security Number, if you have one
❑ Your citizenship status
❑ Your parent/guardian’s citizenship status
❑ Annual income- Your parents’ if you are a 

dependent; your income if you are independent
❑ A method of payment- You can pay the 

application fee by credit card or PayPal

❑ California Statewide ID- Every K-12 student in CA public school 
is assigned an ID number.

❑ Your parent/guardian’s employment background and two 
recommendations – Applies only if you’re applying to EOP

❑ Test scores (SAT, ACT, AP or IB)- Report completed test results 
and any future test dates. Reporting your ACT and SAT scores is 
not required, nor used for admission consideration. SAT/ACT 
will only be used as one of the placement measures for English 
and/or Math, if accepted to a CSU

Unless eligible 
for fee waivers
- 4 automatic 
fee waivers



Starting the Application
Oct. 1st – Dec. 2nd Visit calstate.edu/apply to select the 

intended application term. Click Apply.
Login to existing account or 

click Create an Account.

Select FALL 2025



Click Create an Account and fill out information on 
the Create an Account page

Created a Transfer Planner Account? 

If you created a Transfer Planner account but are applying as a freshman or 
freshman with college coursework (dual enrollment), select: 
Don’t Copy, Start a New Application



Extended Profile
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Taking or have taken college courses

Responses determine which 
programs, tiles, and 
questions will be visible to 
applicants based on their 
applicant type



Extended Profile – Freshman

Freshman – No College Coursework Freshman  - College Coursework



Dual Enrollment option

• Allows high school students to apply to a 
CSU to enroll in college courses and earn 
college credit (dual enrollment)

• Based on campus availability 

• Does NOT constitute or replace an 
admissions application



FAQ: What if a student wants to take 
dual enrollment courses at the CSU 

their senior year but also wants to 
apply as a freshman for the 

upcoming year?  

ANSWER:
For this year – the student will need to apply 
directly to the CSU for dual enrollment courses 
using their existing internal application process. 
The admissions application will always take 
precedence. The applicant would use Cal State 
Apply to submit their freshman application. 

In future cycles, the applicant will be able to use 
Cal State Apply for both. 



Add Programs
Search by campus name or program, or use 
the filters

REMINDER: CHECK THE START TERM AND CAMPUS BEFORE CONTINUING TO THE MAIN APPLICATION. 
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Highlights by Quadrant

• Personal Information

• Academic History

• Supporting Information

• Program Materials



Quadrant 1: Personal Information



Contact Information

Current address =This should be where students 

want to receive mail correspondence

• Don’t forget apartment number, if applicable

• Students will receive a warning if it appears a unit 

number is missing.



Parent / Guardian Information

• If dependent, student must enter at least one 

parent / guardian in this section.

• If considered independent, student can opt out 

of this section if they wish.



Parent/Guardian Emergency Contact

Authorizes 

parent/guardian 

information to be 

stored as emergency 

contact information 

when the student 

enrolls at a CSU



Financial and Parental Information

Student should read the Household Income and Size 
Information carefully.

• Any of the statements apply? Independent

• None of the statements apply? Dependent



Untaxed Income Question Removed

• Removed Untaxed 
Income question for 
independent and 
dependents income 
information

• No more impact to 
fee waiver eligibility



Gender and Sexual Orientation

• Legal Sex question removed
• Gender Identity questions 

removed
• Gender Expression questions 

removed
• Gender Question replaces Legal 

Sex
• Sexual Orientation question 

updated from 
“Do you consider yourself to be”



Citizenship/Residency Information

• Updates to outdated visa names

• Created a new dropdown option under 
Permanent Resident/Green card holder 
with sub-options (previously housed in 
Other Visa dropdown option)

• Created a new dropdown for Other 
Nonimmigrant Status with sub-options 
(previously housed in Other Visa 
dropdown option)



Citizenship/Residency Information

Filling out citizenship 

section for AB540 or 

undocumented students.



Other Information
Social Security (SSN)

• Incorrect or missing information could delay 

admission or require you to turn in additional 

documentation.

• DACA students should enter their SSN.

• Statewide Student Identifier (SSID) should be 

on the high school transcript.



Quadrant 2: Academic History



• Search by 

• City

• Zip Code 

• CEEB Code

Can’t find your 

school?

Enter manually

High Schools Attended



FAQ: What if a high school changes 
term type during an applicant’s 

attendance? 
ANSWER:

If a high school offers courses that 
have various term types, or
has converted term types during 
attendance, enter the high school 
twice with the different term 
types each time.

Be sure the applicant reports the 
correct courses under the correct 
term type! 



• Report all courses that will be used to satisfy the A-G subject requirements from 9th-12th grade 

(12th grade will likely be in progress). 

• Do not include non-college preparatory courses such as Physical Education. 

• Once you enter your course information, click the green checkmark to the right to save it.

• Be aware that course data from the CCGI also affects A-G subject completion. For example, if 

CCGI classifies a course as fulfilling two years, then that is reflected here.
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HS Coursework Instructions



High School Coursework

California High Schools
 

Courses should auto-populate as you type the 
course name in High School Coursework section 
(using UC CMP Data)

Courses will automatically map to designated 
A-G area

Courses Not Recognized on UC A-G Course List

For courses not on the UC A-G List or courses from a 
non-California high school, enter the course manually

Course will need to be mapped to A-G area manually

See our Freshman Application Guide for detailed instructions



FAQ: What about courses 
completed in 7th and 8th grade?

ANSWER:
Add middle school math and/or 
language other than English, 
if applicable

7th and 8th grade math and LOTE 
courses will not count towards the 
GPA calculation



FAQ: What if the student passed 
LOTE by testing out or a means other

                  than a course? 

ANSWER:
Students applying to the CSU should indicate the 
specific language in the “High School Coursework” 
section of the application for admission. 

EX: Spanish Proficiency

Students should indicate completion of two years of 
one language with a grade of “Pass” on consecutive 
rows.



Students that have California Colleges 
accounts can import their HS and HS 
coursework.

https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/

California Colleges Integration

https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/


Students will only 

see this tile if they 

have indicated they 

took college courses 

on their profile.

Colleges Attended



Dual Enrollment/College Coursework

• Answer YES to college credits taken? In Extended Profile

• Report all college courses on your college transcript(s) in 

College Coursework section

• Match the appropriate A-G category to each college 

course manually

• Application automatically grants a full year of high school 

credit for each college course entered
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Dual Enrollment Courses

1

2

Look up course on ASSIST.ORG to verify which area this course meets

Enter the course in the College Coursework section of Cal State Apply



Dual Enrollment Courses cont’d
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3

4

In the A-G Matching section, click Update A-G to map the course

Map to the appropriate A-G area and Save & Continue



FAQ: What if the dual enrollment 
coursework displays both on the HS 

transcript and college transcript? 

ANSWER:
Regardless of where the coursework displays, it 
is still college credit earned through dual 
enrollment and should be reported in the 
College Coursework section.



FAQ: What if a college course is designated 
by the college as worth two years of credit, 
but the application only awards one year?

ANSWER:
Enter the college course and passing 
grade of C or better. 

Enter the same course in the College 
Coursework section and enter the 
grade as Pass and REMOVE 
CREDITS. 

Manually map both courses to the 
appropriate A-G area to give the 
candidate two years of credit. 

EXAMPLE: 
Student takes a Language other than English 
course that is designated in the college’s 
course catalog as worth 2 years of credit



FAQ: What if my student is meeting subject 
area B English requirements through dual 

enrollment? 

ANSWER:
Enter the college course and passing 
grade of C- or better. 

Enter the same course in the College 
Coursework section 3 times - Enter 
the grade as Pass and REMOVE 
CREDITS. 

Manually map all 4 courses to area B 
English to give the candidate four 
years of credit. 

EXAMPLE: English Composition through dual 
enrollment (A2) but no other HS English 
courses, and they are only given one full year of 
credit



There are two kinds of validation: 

• Validation of coursework is when a lower-level course is granted credit (“validated”) even if the lower-level course was not actually 
completed. This is called “subject omission.”

• Validation of a D or F grade (called a “grade deficiency”) in a lower-level course after completing a higher-level course with a grade 
of C or better

CSU Validation applies to: 

• Math 
• Language Other than English (LOTE)
• Chemistry

Course validation happens automatically for California high schools that use the UC A-G course list. 

For course validation to occur within the application, the courses must be populated using the prefill

Validation only applies to meeting subject requirements. Failed courses are still counted in the GPA 
calculation unless repeated.

What is Validation?



Course Validation for Grade Deficiencies
A grade of C or higher in the second semester validates a D or F earned in the first semester.

Applicable to:
Math 
Language other than English
Chemistry 



Course Validation for Subject Omission
A C- or better in the first semester of a higher-level course validates a lower-level course

Applicable to: 
• LOTE
• Mathematics* 

*A second semester of Algebra 2 validates the deficient first term AND Algebra 1. Spanish 2 validates the deficient first term AND Spanish 1. 



Validation – Mathematics 
A grade of C- or better in the second term of Geometry will validate the first term

A grade of C- or better in the first term of Algebra II validates both terms of Algebra I

Through Summer 2025-  Statistics will validate Algebra I and Algebra II, but will not 
validate Geometry

Advanced Mathematics validates the entire sequence.



Notes on 
Repeated 
Courses

Current Policy: 
Required A-G courses must be completed with a grade of 
C- or better.  Any course may be repeated as long as the 
course curriculum is the same or similar to the original 
course.  Course titles should be exactly the same or 
similarly named course titles.  There is no limitation on 
the number of times a course can be repeated.

Cal State Apply High School Coursework: 
• If a high school course has been repeated, only the 

higher grade needs to be self-reported. 

• If the applicant is currently repeating a course or 
plans to repeat a course, the original grade must be 
reported. Report the in-progress course or when the 
course repetition is planned. 

• Highest grade is calculated in GPA (excluding 9th grade)



FAQ: What about courses 
completed through EdGenuity, BYU 

Online, Silicon Valley, etc? 
ANSWER:
So long as the course content is the same or very similar and the name of the 
course matches the failed course, the repeated course is acceptable. 

Ex: 
• English 9 
• English 9 EdGenuity 

OR

• English 9
• English 1

NOTE: If a course is notated on your transcript with an “R” for repeat, then the 
CSUs are going to accept that course as a repeat



AP Test Scores – Standardized Tests

An AP test score of 3 or higher may automatically fulfill an A-G subject requirement

45
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• Review A-G courses

 and total years.

• Matches 

automatically for CA 

HS when UC CMP 

data is used

• Match college 

coursework manually

A-G Matching



Update to Area D Mapping

Science courses with a discipline of:
• Biology/Earth & Space Sciences 
• Earth & Space Sciences 

Currently map to area D1 Biological 
Science. 

These courses will map to area D2 Physical 
Science. 



Autofill of Area G Elective

Applicants who have 0 years for Area G and 
another subject area (A-F) that exceeds the 
minimum required will automatically have Area G 
fulfilled by reassigning a course from A-F. 

• Courses will be reassigned to area G using a 
hierarchy of subjects (see image below)

• Reassigning courses only applies to courses from 
CMP or imported from CCGI. 

• If the applicant exceeds the minimum 
with subject validation (in C Mathematics or 
E LOTE), a course wouldn’t be reassigned to 
Area G. 



International High School Coursework 
Entry 

Did they only attend an 
international secondary school? 
• High Schools Attended is required

• High School Coursework is not required

• A-G Matching is not required

• Colleges Attended is required (only applies to 
freshman with college coursework)

• College Coursework is not required (only applies 
to freshman with college coursework)

• Standardized Tests is optional



International High School Coursework 
Entry 

Did they attend both an 
international secondary school 
AND a high school in the US? 

Students with mixed educational  records:
• High Schools Attended is required
• High School Coursework is required*
• A-G Matching is required
• Colleges Attended is required (only 

applies to freshman with college 
coursework)

• College Coursework is required (only 
applies to freshman with college 
coursework)

• Standardized Tests is optional

*Students must report at least one year of courses in each A-G subject area for the application to recognize the A-G Matching 
section as completed. 



Mixed Educational 
Records

If the high school the student is currently attending recognizes the 
international course(s) on the US high school transcript:

• The applicant would enter the course(s) under the U.S. high 
school in High School Coursework 

• The applicant will add the foreign high school they attended in 
the High Schools Attended section.   

If the high school does not recognize the international coursework:
• The applicant needs to enter High School Coursework for the 

US high school only (1 year in each subject area)
• The applicant is required to submit an official or unofficial 

transcript to the campus(es) (some CSUs may require student 
to submit transcript to WES). 



Quadrant 3: Supporting Information



Educational Programs & Work Experience
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Quadrant 4: Program Materials



Program Materials
• Depending on the campus and major (program) chosen, there may be items 

to read and respond to 
on the Program Materials section.

• Questions are campus program specific – must be filled out for each campus 
program in shopping art

Students should check this early. Some campuses may require additional 
information for impacted programs
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Financial Aid Housing Question

Helps FA offices package financial aid awards
Added due to FAFSA Simplification process



Before Submitting: Check campuses, programs, term, total fees and # of applications 
ready to submit

Total Fee(s) reflect waivers if student is eligible 
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Eligible Not Eligible

Fee Waiver Messages

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/paying-for-college/Pages/fee-waiver.aspx

application-fee-waiver-checklist.pdf (calstate.edu)

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/paying-for-college/Pages/fee-waiver.aspx
https://www.calstate.edu/apply/paying-for-college/Documents/application-fee-waiver-checklist.pdf


Submit Application



Coupon Code Purchase Program
Orders for Fall 2025 open October 1st

School districts or community-based organizations may purchase 

coupon codes for their applicants.

Some reminders:

• You will be billed $70 per code requested.

• There are no refunds on any purchases or unused codes.

• These codes are only valid for the academic year indicated.

• A purchase of 25 codes, at minimum, is required.

Processing time: 5-7 business days

Coupon Code Purchase Request Website
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ORDER FORM

https://www.calstate.edu/apply/counselor-resources/Pages/csu-purchase-program.aspx


Cal State Apply Resources
Liaison Help Center 
https://help.liaisonedu.com/Cal_State_Apply_Applicant_H
elp_Center

Educational Opportunity Program Worksheet
https://www.calstate.edu/attend/student-
services/eop/Documents/Educational-Opportunity-Program-
Worksheet-2021-22.pdf

https://help.liaisonedu.com/Cal_State_Apply_Applicant_Help_Center
https://help.liaisonedu.com/Cal_State_Apply_Applicant_Help_Center
https://www.calstate.edu/attend/student-services/eop/Documents/Educational-Opportunity-Program-Worksheet-2021-22.pdf
https://www.calstate.edu/attend/student-services/eop/Documents/Educational-Opportunity-Program-Worksheet-2021-22.pdf
https://www.calstate.edu/attend/student-services/eop/Documents/Educational-Opportunity-Program-Worksheet-2021-22.pdf


calstate.edu
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Questions? Email Calstateapply@calstate.edu
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