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20% Job Vacancy Rate in CA Water Industry

•   67% of CA water agencies report difficulty recruiting water 
and wastewater operators.

•   Few candidates apply for mission-critical roles.

•   Less populated regions can't fill jobs.

Sources: 
1American Water Works 

Association (AWWA).
2California Water and 

Environment Foundation; Centers 
of Excellence for Labor Market 

Research (COE).



● Water in California is complex and requires 
insights from future water professionals. 

● Establishing a student-centered group was 
necessary to foster future leaders of California 
water issues.

● Focused on developing research collaboration 
and connecting highly motivated students 
with opportunities in industry and water 
agencies.

● Successfully reached 80+ students with 
messaging for scholarships, grants, and 
summer opportunities.

● Established a group identity for funding 
proposals and professional development.

SOURCE Mission



SOURCE Launch



Q2.  How can 
SOURCE best 
serve you?

Q1.  Why join 
CSU-WATER 

SOURCE?

Discussion



Speakers provided with a set of topics and questions focusing on:

• Current role, employer, and professional journey.

• What type of degreed positions do you hire?

• Status of recruitment efforts & outcomes?

• Changing skill-sets over time and near term?

• Suggestions for students & universities regarding
water career training

Guest Speakers



Next Steps:

● Form an alumni network for mentorship, outreach, 
and student opportunities.

● Student representatives at participating campuses
collaborating with faculty representatives for CSU-
WATER.

● Organize existing CSU offerings of water relevant 
coursework for inter-campus enrollment.

Questions? 

Dr. Steve Blumenshine, Executive Director CSU-WATER
sblumens@mail.fresnostate.edu

Raymond Hess, MS student at San José State University
raymond.hess@sjsu.edu
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